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NEWS RELEASE
'SESQUIBERRY' ICE CREAM CAPTURES THE IMAGINATION,
NAMED UD'S OFFICIAL SESQUICENTENNIAL FLAVOR
DAYTON, Ohio- Blue Moo Strawberry Goo sounds too messy.
It's delightful and delicious, but it's not UDelight or UD-licious.
President Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., who already declared "No Rocky Ray," would
veto Holy Fitzberry.
And Flyer Flyer Fans on Fire never caught on with the judges.
After sorting through 752 entries while eating bowls of blueberry ice cream laced with a
strawberry swirl, a panel of judges christened the University of Dayton's sesquicentennial ice ·
cream "Sesquiberry."
"It's clever, it's original, it rolls off the tongue," said Leigh Allan, metro columnist for the

Dayton Daily News and one of six judges tapped for the sWeet assignment. "Can't you just hear
yourself say, 'I'll take the chocolate mocha and the Sesquiberry?'"
Ken Thompson, a Marianist brother who lives on campus in Alumni Hall, coined the
winning name. The Marianists founded the University of Dayton nearly 150 years ago.
In the spirit of having fun with the ice-cream naming contest, the judges also gave out
awards in two special, spur-of-the-moment categories. They deemed "Immaculate Confection"
and "Our Lady of the Scoop" the "most irreverent" names. And "There's Something About
Marianist Ice Cream" won the pop culture award.
"I love Immaculate Confection. For a Catholic university, that name is hilarious," said
Mark Allan, anchor for WDTN-TV and a judge. "It's borderline sacrilegious, but it's clever."
Matthew Kashuk, a 1996 alumnus who works as a mechanical engineer at United Musical
Instruments in Eastlake, Ohio, coined the name. "I didn't spend a lot of time thinking about it," he
said with a laugh. "It has a nice tie-in with the Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus."
Ed Manlove, a 1995 electrical engineering graduate who works as an applications
-over-
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. engineer at Mathworks Inc. in Natick, Mass., submitted Our Lady of the Scoop: Tom and Mary
Beth Theil, a dentist and homemaker from Huber Heights, Ohio, called in There's Something About
Marianist Ice Cream on the deadline day. They're 1989 UD graduates.
The contest, run in conjunction with Young's Jersey Dairy outside of Yellow Springs,
attracted entries locally and from alumni around the country. Many played off UD's Flyers
nickname- from Flyer Faith and Fervor to Flyer Berry Swirl. The mascot inspired other names:
Rudy Fruity, Rudy Berry and Rambling Rudy's Red and Blue Swirl. UD's religious roots attracted
still other tags: Blues Brothers Swirl, Pope's Pick, Sweetsky Sin-Denial Swirl and Mariberry
(judged too close to Marion Barry, the beleaguered former Washington, D.C., mayor).
The panel of judges included Justin Bayer, president of the Student Government
Association; Ken Kuntz, chair of the sesquicentennial celebration team; the Rev. Gene Contadino,
S.M., UD rector; and Betty Rogge Morse, a 1944 alumna and former TV talk show host.
It was not an easy call. The group agonized before agreeing upon SesquiBerry. "By the time

we get done, we're going to go with chocolate," Leigh Allan said. Quipped Contadino: "We don't
spend this much time giving out millions of dollars of financial aid."
In the end, they chose Sesquiberry because of its simplicity- the same reason that inspired
its creator. "Vanilla, chocolate, strawberry- they're all one word," said Thompson, who also
drummed up entries from shoppers from behind the counter at the gift shop in Kennedy Union
where he works. "I thought it should be one word, and it should fit the occasion. I had no thought
that I would ever win."
Thompson, who spent 30 years as a Marianist missionary and teacher in Nigeria, Kenya,
Zambia and Malawi, returned to the U.S. in 1995 after experiencing the symptoms of a heart
attack.

"I was ready to go, but God didn't want me. God said, 'You've got to go to UD and make
up an ice cream name,"' he said with a laugh.
For offering the "most clever, original or fun name," Thompson receives a sesquicentennial
shirt, season Flyer football and men's or women's basketball tickets and a monthly coupon for free
ice cream at Young's Dairy between September 1999 and May 2001-the dates of UD's
sesquicentennial celebration.
The ice cream contest is a lighthearted part of the University of Dayton's celebration of its
sesquicentennial. Founded in 1850 by the Society of Mary, UD has become a national leader in
Catholic higher education, graduating students who are prepared to succeed professionally and
who know the value of service and leadership. The celebration, which runs through May 2001, will
include song and dance; religion and humor, and events that range from film to philosophy. For a
calendar of sesquicentennial events, see www.udayton.edu/150/.
-30For media interviews, contact Brother Ken Thompson, S.M., at (937) 229-4671.

